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war. It was possible that a General Staff Officer of one
country might have expressed himself to the General Stafi
Officer of another country as to war-like eventualities. He,
the Minister of War, however, knew nothing of this [Kaiser:
"Magnificent lies!"].197
In the course of these Anglo-French joint military prep-
arations, British and French Staff Officers thoroughly
reconnoitered the ground upon which their armies were to
fight in Belgium and in France. Sir Henry Wilson,
Director of Military Operations, spent his holidays going
all over it on his bicycle. The whole wall of his London,
office was covered by a gigantic map of Belgium, indicating
the practicable roads which armies might follow. "He was
deeply in the secrets of the French General Staff. For
years he had been laboring with one object, that, if war
came, we should act immediately on the side of France.
He was sure that war would come sooner or later."198
Not only the French, but the Russians also, soon came
to count upon Haldane's Expeditionary Force as a certain
and essential part of their strategic plans in case of a war
against Germany. This is significantly indicated, at least
as early as 1911, in the secret report, since published by the
Bolshevists, of the annual conference between the heads of
the French and Russian Staffs. In August, 1911, at Krasnoe
Selo, General Dubail was able to assure his Russian col-
leagues, as a matter of course, "that the French army would
concentrate as quickly as the German army, and that from
the twelfth day it would be in a position to take the offen-
sive against Germany, with the aid of the English army on
its left wing'' that is, on the Belgian frontier.199
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